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Nearly 20 years in the biz, and still sparking

Darren
Fitzpatrick,
left, owner
of Mendham
Electric, and
foreman
Robert
Snedaker,
with a
natural gas
fired
generator
the company
installed
outside a
Morristown
home.

By Patricia Soll

Special to MCW This Week

MENDHAM ELECTRIC
TYPE OF BUSINESS: Electrical contractor and outdoor lighting
OWNER: Darren Fitzpatrick
ADDRESS: Mendham
TELEPHONE NUMBER:
973-543-3003
HOURS OF OPERATION:
7:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
FOUNDED: 1992
Why did you start the
business?
I had my own lawn
cutting business when I
was 15 years old and enjoyed the interactions with
people. I started to do
electrical work when I
was in college. When I
graduated, it was difficult
to get a job because of the
economy, so I stayed with
the electrical trade. Since
I enjoyed owning my gardening business, after I
completed my apprenticeship, I opened Mendham Electric.
What’s the best business
advice your have ever
received?
The best advice I received was to treat every
customer as if they were
my first customer. It
helped develop mutual
respect with all my customers and maintain longterm relationships.
What personality trait
helps you the most?
I believe my friendly
personality and genuine
interest in people are the
traits that continue to
allow me to be successful.
I enjoy spending time with
my customers, and that
seems to keep them calling me for projects large
and small.
What’s the hardest part
of the job?
The most difficult
aspects of my job are the
fluctuating costs of doing
electrical work — rising
material costs, general
overhead and fuel.
The easiest?
The easiest part of my
job is making long-lasting
relationships with people.
What’s your least expen-
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sive product or service?
Each job has many
variables, but generally it
is quite affordable to add
and/or update recessed
lighting, install roof ventilating fans, install paddle
fans and provide landscape lighting. The general service work tends to be
the least expensive.
The most expensive?
The most expensive
service we offer involves
the most time and expertise in order to troubleshoot, repair and bring
electrical systems that
have long been neglected
up to code.
Describe your most interesting work experience.
The most interesting
jobs have been some of
the historic homes in
which we have worked.
The architecture and
workmanship are beautiful. The history of the
home and story of the
owners can also be very
interesting. The electrical
work in these old buildings can offer some sur-

prises, but I like the challenge.
Tell us about one of your
unique experiences on
the job.
Once I went to do a job
in a beautiful, quite upscale house. There was,
however, this awful smell
that I couldn’t ignore. I
asked the owners what it
was, but they had no idea
and were really worried

but one day I might like to
teach a business class.
Briefly, tell us why customers should shop here.
As a member of this
community and the father
of twins, I understand that
when we work inside a
customer’s home, we are
in essence a guest —
someone the customer
trusts in their home with
their family, pets and

about how to get rid of it.
There was a finished
porch and holes where we
were supposed to install
high hats. I looked up into
the holes and saw two eyes
staring back at me. Not
only was there one raccoon up there, but 12!
When you leave the business, what will you do?
I can’t imagine not
doing what I love to do,

belongings. We know we
must carry out the work in
a timely and clean manner
without disrupting the
daily household activities
with their busy schedules.
Do you have a business in
Mendham, Chester or
Washington Township? Tell
us at contact@mcwtw.com
. Please put “my business”
in the subject line.

Do You Have Mild to Moderate Lower Back Pain Related to
Minor Irritation of the Sciatic Nerve?
Financial Compensation Available
If you suffer from lower back pain due to minor irritation of the sciatic nerve, you may qualify for
participation in research study exploring the effects of a two-minute nerve press administered by a therapist to
the back of both thighs on the sciatic nerve. The study is being conducted by UMDNJ in conjunction with the
Saint Barnabas Ambulatory Care Center in Livingston, NJ.
To qualify, you must:
❖ Be 18-80 years old
❖ In general good health
❖ Have mild to moderate lower back pain related to minor irritation of
the sciatic nerve for less than ten (10) nerves
Individuals who qualify will receive study-related services free of charge. Participation will consist of a single
treatment, lasting two (2) minutes. The entire visit will take approximately two (2) hours. The visit will take
place at the Saint Barnabas Ambulatory Care Center, 200 South Orange Avenue, Livingston, New Jersey.
For further information, or to see if you qualify for this study, please call:

(973) 972-3449
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APY 1

NO MINIMUM ACCOUNT BALANCE
ATM FEE REFUNDS 2

Boy, do you have a lot to earn.
This account is so smart, it rewards all balances, no matter how small.
It’s easy to qualify and earn ATM fee refunds 2 and a great $mart rate
each statement period when you:
MAKE 10 PURCHASES WITH YOUR PROVIDENT
VISA® DEBIT CARD
HAVE ONE DIRECT DEPOSIT OR AUTO DEBIT
GET eSTATEMENTS VIA ONLINE BANKING

Member FDIC

AP-5000475604

1-800-448-PROV

ProvidentSmartChecking.com

1 Non-promotional 2.15% Annual Percentage Yield (APY) paid on daily balances up to $25,000 (0.30% APY paid on that portion of your daily account balance above $25,000), each
statement period that the qualification requirements are met. If you do not meet the qualification requirements for a statement period, your account will still function as a free checking
account earning 0.05% APY; however, it will not receive ATM fee refunds for that time period. APYs in effect as of 9/1/11. APY is variable and may change at any time after the account is
opened. No minimum account balance required, however, you must deposit a minimum of $50 to open this account. Withdrawal/transfer restrictions apply; ask for or see account disclosure
for details. Available to consumer/personal account holders only. No monthly service charges. 2 All nationwide ATM fees will be refunded provided qualification requirements are met.

